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EMERGENCY WATER SUPPLY 
source: Ministry of Civil Defence & Emergency Management www.getthru.govt.nz

AMOUNT OF WATER: 3 Litres per person per day for 3 days, MINIMUM.  Ideally 6 litres per person 

per day for 3 days (18 Litres per person in storage).

You and your family (and your employees at work) will need bottled water.  Ideally 6 litres per person per 
day for at least three days.  Hence, a 4 person family will need approximately 4 x 20 Litre cube jerrycans 
filled with clean safe water.  

EMERGENCY WATER USE AND HANDY EXTRA WATER SUPPLIES

Household water supplies, including drinking water, could be affected, or you may have to leave your 
home. Having a supply of water is absolutely essential and you need to store water for an emergency.
You need about 3 litres of drinking water for each person each day.  You also need about one litre of 
water for each of the following (hence another 3 litres per person per day):
• washing food and cooking for each meal.
• washing dishes after a meal.
• washing yourself (one litre per day for each person).
Your hot water cylinder and toilet cistern are handy and valuable sources of water. Check that your hot 
water cylinder and header tank are well secured and try to avoid putting chemical cleaners in the cistern.  
Also, keep on hand a supply of household bleach for disinfecting eg Janola.

STORING DRINKING WATER

• To store enough drinking and washing water for three days (6 litres per person per day for 3 days) add 
some extra for pets.  Hence a family of 4 will need 72 Litres, or 4 x 20 Litre Cube Jerry Cans, available here.
• Wash bottles and jerrycans thoroughly in hot water.
• Fill each jerrycan with tap water until it overflows BEFORE THE DISASTER HITS, BE PREPARED. 
• Add 1 teaspoons of household bleach per 20 litres of water and put the water into storage. Do not drink 
for at least 30 minutes after disinfecting.
• Label each bottle with dates showing when the bottles were filled and when they need to be refilled.
• Check the bottles every 12 months. If the water is not clear, throw it out and refill clean bottles with 
clean water and bleach.
• Store jerrycans in two separate places, somewhere dark away from direct sunlight where there is not 
likely to be flooding.

RAIN WATER

Collect rain water but make sure that you disinfect it with household bleach eg Janola (1/2 teaspoon to 
10 litres). If you’re at all uncertain as to the quality of water, e.g. from a well that has been flooded, or if it 
might have been contaminated by smoke or ash DO NOT drink it.
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